
 
 
 
 
To  James L. App, City Manager 
 
From Doug Monn, Director of Public Works 
 
Subject Appeal of Seismic Notice and Order 
 
Date  May 15, 2007                                       
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider an Appeal of Seismic Notice and Order for 840 

13th Street, William Jacobson, owner. 
 
Facts: 1. On July 6, 2004, City Council, by Ordinance, adopted certain

 amendments to Chapter 17.18 of the City’s Municipal Code  
  regarding seismic strengthening provisions for unreinforced  
  masonry bearing wall buildings. The amended Chapter required  
  structures identified with unreinforced masonry bearing walls to 
  complete seismic retrofit or demolition not later than  

February 6, 2007. 
 

2. On August 4, 2004, a Notice to comply with amended Chapter 17.18 was 
sent to the property owner(s) identifying dates for permit submittal, 
issuance and completion. 

 
3. On January 27, 2006 a permit was issued to the owner of 840 13th Street 

for seismic retrofit. However, seismic retrofit work at the address was 
not complete by the February 6, 2007 date. 

 
4. Consistent with the requirements set forth in the City’s Seismic Safety 

Ordinance, on February 7, 2007 a Notice and Order was sent to the 
property owner stating the structure was to be vacated immediately until 
such time as all seismic work has been completed. The Notice and Order 
included provisions for Appeals of such Notice and Order 

 
5. On March 12, 2007, the City received an Appeal of the February 7, 2007 

Notice and Order from owner requesting continued occupancy of the 
structure. A follow up letter to accompany the appeals, was submitted on 
April 4, 2007, from owner’s Engineer indicating the eastern half of the 
building is safe to occupy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

05/15/07 Agenda Item No. 14 - Page 1 of 12



Analysis & 
Conclusion: 

The objective of the Ordinance is to provide for the public safety. To this 
end, it specifically requires structures identified with unreinforced 
masonry bearing walls to be retrofitted or demolished by February 6, 
2007. It further states, that structures not having completed the retrofit or 
been demolished, were to be, by February 6, 2007, vacated. 
The owner has requested continued occupancy of the eastern half of the 
building based on the Engineers assessment of the structure. 

 
Given that the Engineer of record has indicated that, in his opinion, the 
eastern half of the building is safe to occupy, it would be recommended 
to allow occupancy of this area only, provided, measures are taken to 
provide safety to the public from any collapsing materials at all public 
ways and any parking areas or alleys. 
 

 
Fiscal
Impact: No fiscal impact. 
 
 
Options: a. Allow continued occupancy of the structure in the eastern half  

Only provided measures are taken to provide safety to the public 
from any collapsing materials at all public ways and any parking 
areas or alleys. 

 
b. Order the property to be vacated within ninety (90) days of 

Council’s decision and require measures to be taken to provide 
safety to the public from any collapsing materials at all public 
ways and any parking areas or alleys. 

 
c. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 

 
 
 
 
Prepared by Steve Perkins 
Deputy Building Official 
 
 
 
Attachments: (5) 
 

1. August 4, 2004 letter to owner. 
2. February 7, 2007 letter to owner. 
3. Letter from owner date stamped March 23, 2007 
4. Letter from owner’s Engineer dated August 30, 2000 
5. Appeals Application Form dated March 19, 2007 
6. Historical record of contacts. 
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Ordinance No #646 N.S.
An Ordinance of the City of Paso Robles, Amending the Uniform Code for Building Conservation

Property Address: 840 13th Street
Date Action
11/05/1993 Notification letter to property owner sent certified mail. 

(Included Assembly Bill 1963 chapter 941) 

05/23/1994 Notice of Buildings within the scope of the seismic safety ordinance. 
Filed with the SLO County Recorder's office.

08/06/2004 Notification letter to property owner sent certified and first class mail.
(amended Chapter 17.18)

10/04/2004 Notice of Buildings within the scope of seismic safety ordinance.
(Supersedes and replaces previously recorded notice file w/SLO )

10/04/2004 Notice to Owners of Unreinforced Masonry Structures Subject to Assembly Bill 2533 – 
  certificate and first class letters sent.

11/04/2004   Inspection completed by E.S. for compliance of AB 2533.
  (in compliance with AB 2533)

01/03/2005 Notification letter with compliance calendar sent first class mail. 

03/11/2005 Building Permit Application submitted for plan check

03/15/2005 Notification letter with compliance calendar sent first & certified mail.
09/08/2005 Notification letter with chapter 17.18, Section A115 sent first & certified mail.
01/03/2006 Notification letter with chapter 17.18, Section A115 sent first & certified mail.

01/27/2006 Building Permit Issued

12/14/2006 Notice to comply with Chapter 17.18, Seismic Code Update Ordinance sent first & certified mail

02/07/2007 Notice to comply with Chapter 17.18, Seismic Code Update Ordinance sent first & certified mail

02/13/2007 Appeal Form sent first & certified mail

03/12/2007 Letter from owner requesting extension
Appeals Application form submitted dated March 1, 2007

Certificate of compliance, mailed to the SLO County Assessor’s office.

Certificate of Termination filed with County Recorder’s office.
(Certificate of termination of notice of buildings within the

 scope of seismic safety ordinance)
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